xn                  ^Antony and Octavian                 153

their escape either to Brutus and Cassius in the East, or to
Sextus Pompeius who had seized Sicily and created a powerful
fleet. Even in their second object the triumvirs were not
entirely successful. Confiscation gave rise to wild speculation
in land, but the great sums hoped for were not realized,
owing to the heavy fall in the value of the confiscated estates.
The last struggle of the Senate against military tyranny took
place on Greek soil. In 42 B. c. Antony and Octavian met
the powerful army of Brutus and Cassius at Philippi in
Macedonia,' The story of Pharsalus was repeated: Antony
was able to force a battle, and his antagonists were unable to
decline it and to starve him and his army into surrender.
The steadiness of Caesar's veterans and the military skill of
Antony prevailed over the republican enthusiasm of their
opponents. Brutus and Cassius fell. It is remarkable that
both put an end to themselves ; and Cassius at least had no
reason for suicide; for Antony's victory was far from being
decisive on the first day of the battle.

Thus the struggle with the Senate ended, but civil war
still continued.    It was clear that there could not be three
masters of the Roman dominions, even if, as was actually
done after Philippi, those dominions were carved into three
portions.   The division, however, was incomplete :  Italy was
to be ruled by the triumvirs jointly, and the East was not >
included in the arrangement.   The most pressing business
was to satisfy the armies who had gained the victory.   Money
and land must be found for 110,000 soldiers, and the triumvirs
had neither one nor the other.   Moreover, Sextus Pompeius,
firmly established in Sicily, was intercepting the transport of
corn from Africa to Italy.   An arrangement was made that
Antony should remain in the East and collect money, while
Octavian returned to Italy to search for land.    Octavian '
carried out his mission:   he confiscated the land belonging
to the citizens of eighteen prosperous communities in Italy, |
and handed it over to the soldiers.   The dispossessed land- \
holders either became tenants of the new owners, or went <
away to live in the towns, or emigrated to the provinces.
Many of them waited for the opportunity that a new civil
war might offer, of returning to their own farms or seizing
those of others.   Antony's task was more troublesome.   The
East had already been stripped bare by Brutus and Cassius ;
Egypt alone offered some possibilities.    Meeting Cleopatra,